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There have been Materialist philosophers
who have evolved their own theories of human
progress. As against the idealistic philosophers,
they have discarded teleology, the existence of an
.Absolute Idea to which humanity ever progresses.
To them the explanations of these idealists have
seemed to portray absolutely static conceptions
of history. They have failed to find any common
evolutionary thread in all the theories, either of
the idealists or of the orthodox religionists. These
Materialists have thought of the world as evolving
more or less on the principles of Darwin. Human
evolution according to them is just a process of
natural selection through the ^survival of the
fittest/'and not a matter of teleological movement
or some plan guided by an intelligence. They have
tried to explain all historical events in terms of
matter, or better still in terms of economics, like
Marx. Not teleology but technology has seemed
to them to be the guiding factor behind all the
happenings of history, both individual and racial.
With a keen analysis of social   forces these
materialists have tried to explain all human his-
tory through matter and its movements. Now even
according to modern science, matter is not a